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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HOLIDAY DESTINATIONS 

Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.44 pm]: I want to quickly talk about my holiday experience 
over the winter recess. My family and I chose to have a holiday in the best place in the world — 

Hon Peter Collier: Kalgoorlie! 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: — which is Western Australia, not Kalgoorlie, Hon Peter Collier.  

Hon Ken Travers: Did you take them to Rockingham? That is a great place for a holiday.  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: It is a fantastic place. Anyway, we chose to head north. We put both the kids in the back 
of the car and headed up to our first spot, which was Cervantes, and spent two nights at the Pinnacles Edge 
Resort. What was amazing was that we were the only family booked into this four and a half star resort. There 
was nobody else at this resort. I do not even recall seeing anybody who looked like they were holidaying in 
Cervantes during this peak time of the school holidays. We had the whole place to ourselves. Cervantes is a 
remarkable place with the Pinnacles and amazing beaches, but there was nobody there. We then headed off for a 
couple of nights in Geraldton and stayed at the Mantra. I was pretty interested and also amazed to see the marina 
that has gone ahead in Geraldton, which I think was developed in conjunction with LandCorp. Cedar Woods 
Properties Ltd seems to be building some high-rise apartments there. That was just spot on; it was excellent. 
There has to be a marina; marinas are good. Once again, the place was half full. We then headed off to Kalbarri 
and stayed at the Edge Resort. That was quite busy; it was probably about 90 per cent full, so there were people 
around. We had a look at the gorges and so forth. It is an amazing place. I had not been up there for some 20 
years and my wife and kids had never seen it before. My wife reckons it is one of the top spots she has ever seen 
in her life. From there we went to Shark Bay and stayed at the Heritage Resort. We were amazed that it was only 
50 per cent full. There were very few tourists to be seen in Shark Bay. Speaking to the owner of the Heritage 
Resort, I learned that one of the things they are crying out for there is a marina.  

Hon Nick Goiran: There’s nothing wrong with a marina.  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: No; it needs a marina. I am sure Hon Ken Baston and Hon Mark Lewis, whom I have 
spoken to, are very keen to see a marina in that spot. The local council is charging in the vicinity of $300 a day 
for people to keep their boat at the makeshift jetty thing. It is pretty expensive. The other thing that was brought 
to our attention and that we experienced was the lack of signage. There was no signage at all for this world 
heritage spot—this living window—until we got to the turn-off for Shark Bay. There really needs to be some sort 
of signage well before that so that people actually drive in and look at that area. Once again, less than 50 per cent 
of that resort was occupied. From there we went to Carnarvon. People I have spoken to have said, “What did you 
want to go to Carnarvon for? There is nothing there”. I completely discount that. It is terrible to say, but we 
stayed only one night in Carnarvon; I wish we had stayed about three or four days because there was so much — 

Hon Sue Ellery: Did you have a banana ice-cream at the plantations?  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: No, we did not. I did not even know there was a space museum there that Buzz Aldrin had 
opened. We never got a chance to see the blowholes. In Carnarvon the One Mile Jetty has a train that you can go 
on with the kids, you can go fishing, and there is the museum. There is so much to look at in Carnarvon; I highly 
recommend it. From there we headed up to Exmouth and explored it with the kids for the first time and 
snorkelled on Ningaloo Reef. What a fantastic place. We are very lucky as Western Australians to have that in 
our state. I hope that it continues to be protected. If anybody has not had the experience of snorkelling on 
Ningaloo Reef, they need to look at it; it is just incredible.  

Hon Nick Goiran interjected.  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Once again, Hon Nick Goiran, the Novatel Ningaloo Resort was maybe less than 50 per 
cent full. With the cost of airfares and a nice hotel we added up what it would cost to go to Bali or somewhere 
like that, and it worked out to be cheaper to holiday in our own state. We had more fun holidaying in the state, 
even though not many people were around, and it was absolutely pristine and beautiful. I guess the point of my 
standing and speaking is to encourage Western Australians to think about holidaying in their state. I know that 
Bali is a fantastic spot and so forth, but look at our own state of Western Australia. We found it to be quite 
affordable. There were definitely inexpensive places to stay and the attitude and customer service we 
experienced in all those places were absolutely superb. Not one rude person did we meet. Everybody was happy 
to do anything for us. We were definitely treated as holiday-makers. 
Hon Ken Travers: I assume you didn’t take the tourism minister! 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: No! 
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I do not mean to bag Indonesia or to bag Bali—I do not mean to do that—but most importantly I want to remind 
people in Western Australia that holidaying in their own state is important. There is no problem about trying to 
get accommodation, especially in peak periods at the moment, as we experienced. There is just so much to see 
and explore and I believe that I, my wife and my family have only just scratched the surface.  
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